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PON. my word theſe Piture-makers are a. notable 

ſort of Varlets; with their Touches and Hatches, 

their fore-ſtrokes and back-ſtrokes, they ſpeak more 
Plainneſs and eloquence, nay, more convincingly to 

the eye in-an hour, than ſome Parſons to the ears of 

an Auditory in a Twelvemonth. They are a ſort of 
cunning Gameſters too; for there's but one blot among the Prote- 
ſtant Clergy, and here they have hit it. As for example, do but look 
upon theſe two Piures; here's on the one ſide a painful, honeft Reſi- 
dent that has but one Church, and never made Friends to get more 
yet ſee how he ſtoops and bends, and crickles i'th Hams under the 
weight of one ſingle Church, as well knowing the importance of the 
charge. Oa the other ſide, there's a Non Reſident, with one Church 
upon his Head,and one in each Hand,that makes no more of the Byx- 
then, than Milodid of his Calf, Notwithſtanding the load of Three 
Churches,he walks as upright as a Fir-treezand trips it along as nim- 
bly as a Girl at a Dancing-School : And the Reaſon is, becauſe light 
thoughts make light Churches. Some are ſo bold, as to aMwhy St. 
Paxl did not forbid a Miniſter to be Married to no more than one 
Church, as well as to no more than one Wife ? But that may be ca- 


A weght of one Church fund | 


fily anſwered.;. for. moſt certainly ———— was never fo 
much as dreamt of in St. Pax's days : Neverthelcts, we may give a, 
ſhrewd conjeRure, that it was quite contrary to his mind. For | 
he only ſays, That the. labowrer xs worthy of hw hire : So that he 
who has Three Churches, and minds only One, if he do that, can- 
not be thought to mind the other Two which he never looks after, 
and conſequently not worthy of the wages due from the other Two. 
There's never a Buſh upon Salwbury plain, if it could Preach, but | 
would tell ye, one Flock's enough for one Shepherd. Neither was | 
there. ever any man in his wits, that ever ſuffered one Shepherd to | 
look after Three Blocks at a time. Parſons ought not to liſten to. 


the charms of thcir Wives, nor to put themſelves upon the cove- | 


tous graſping of Pluralities, to gratifie Upholſterers, Mercers and 
Lacewomen. .*Tis a Paradox not to be defended by the beſt of *em. 
One would wonder that the Beeſom of Reformation had not in all 
this time ſwept away ſuch a Cobweb of Popery out of Proteſtan- 
tiſm !- But when we conſider what-large Fees Pluralities give to 
Intereſt; whois the Devils ſtanding Counſel, and the beſt Pleader 
in.the world, we need not admire that the Demurrers of Intereſt 
put ſuch-an eafie ſtop to the pleas of Conſcience. 

' Some there are that afhrm it to be a kind of Robbery to detain 
that to himſelf, which is due to the merits of another : For how: 
many worthy Divines, not well fortified with friends or confidence, 
want Bread, while others wallow. in ſuperfluities ? An inequality 
which certainly defaces the true charaRer of Charity in wholoever 
eojoys that inequality. | | 

Ard thus *cis true, That Chriſtianity and Charity plead againſt 
Ploralities ;, but eo ntiquity and (onvenience plead for *em. 

Firſt Awtiquity ; ſor no tooner did the Church of Rome begin to 
play the Harlot, and the Popes debauch the truth of Religion, 
dut. the lefſer Fry began to caſt their amorous glances upon Plurali- 
ties,. and court the riches of. the world. 

Secondly. Convenience; for though: ſome learned narroweſould 


mens. that aſpire not after Pomp.and Gayety, may live well enough 
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upon the ſtipend of an Ale-conney in a Country Village z yet there 
is no Dear or Prebend, or Famous Preacher, eſpecially if he have a 
knack of hitting. the right vein, that can eitber eat-well, or fleep 
well; or drink well, or lye well, under Fifteen hundred pound a 
year the leaſt peny, but as much more as you pleaſe; and all this 
for the dignity of the Church ; as if the dignity of the Church 
conſiſted in over-paſturing a few, and ſtarving the reſt ; Whereas 
certainly nothing could be more honourable to the Church, than an 
equal diviſion of livelihood among the ſubordinate Clergy. 

Now, that I may not ſecm to be alone, I will bring ye both Hiſto- 
ry and Learningito ſecond me; the Hiſtory and Learning of no leſs 
a perſon . then Padre Paols himſelf, who gives ye an account of the 
original of Pluraljties, and how they were lookt upon as an ab»/e 
even by the Papiſts themſelves; for the reformation of which they 
made. an attempt in the Council of Trent, which prov'd ineffeQual, 
by reaſon of the particular concerns of ſo many great Prelates, that 


poſſeſſed, ſome *em, as many Benefices as ever Hydra had Heads. 
In. chart Hiſtory you ſhall chart. in rhe Friuitive mucs of the 


Church, the Poor and the Miniſters had their food and apparel 
from one common Stock. Afterwards, when the name 0! the Church 
was appropriated to the Clergy only, and when that was applied to 
few which belong'd to-all, the Charges which before were call'd 
Miniſteries, were nam'd Benefices;, and yet fo long as the old Ca- 
nons remained, no man could have more than one Benefice : But the 
Revenues being by Wars or caſualties diminiſhed, one man was ſuf- 


ter'd to hold two, yet fo as that he ſhould attend both. This was be- |. 


gun in favour not of the man, but of the Church 3. which becauſe it 
could not have a proper Miniſter, yet ſhould not wholly be negleR- 
ed. From hence, upon pretence of the inſufficiency of the genetices, 


and that none could be found to ferve them, they began to grant | moy'd from the nicer ſmell of p 


more of them to one, though no neceſſity appear'd for the lervice of 


the Church, And fo the Mask being taken away by little and little, | the Sheep more harm than 
they were not aſhamed to do it in favour of the man benefic'd. But for the Butcher, they tha 


the world _ ſcandaliz'd at this, there was a moderation as'd 4 
whereupon the diſtintion began of men tied to R.7/idency, and not 


tied, and of Benefices compatible and incompatible , cailing thoſe of 


Reſidency incompatible one with another, and the other compatible 
both with theſe and with themſelves. Yet the Gloſs of the Canon- 
iſts tro make a ſhew of honeſty, . ſtill declar*d, that many Benefices 
ſhould not be given to one, but when one was not ſufficient for main» 
tenance. However they cut out this ſufficiency very large, propor 
tioning it not to the perſon but to the quality; not eſteeming. it 


enough for an ordinary Prieſt; if it were not tufficient for himlelf, ket down, to Mr. Non Reſide 
the Family of his Parents, Three Servants an1 a Horſe; and more if | vel'd 


he were Noble and Learned. The cultom being thus begun, and 
neither the world nor equity being able to reſiſt it, the Popes reſer» 
ved to themſelves the power to diſpence with the incompatible, and 
to have more.than Two of the others. But to find a colourable way 
to put this in praiſe, , they laid hold upon Commendums ;, a.thin 

inſtituted at firſt ro good purpole, but afterwards us'd to this en 

only. For when by reaſon of Wars, Peſtilence, or other accidents, 
proviſion could not be made ſoſoon, the ſuperior recommended the 
vacant Church to ſome worthy Parſon to govern it, beſides the care 
of his own, till a Reftor could beprovided z who yet had no-more to 


[ mand not Fouls ge me but M 014, and Laſer R 
Te bearas many ChurcHEF as You Pleaſe : 


ITT 
—."Y 


4 
2207 
WTI, 


Z 
ia 


7 
\7Z/ te 


1 
* 


- _—_ 


MY 
— 


— - 


WW 


Non-Reſidency and Pluralitics, juſtly expoled : 


Or, The PLUR ALISTF and NON-RESIDENT honeſfily. and truly Charadterized. 


do with the Revenues, but to govern and corſign them to another. 
Afterwards, upon divers pretences of honeſty and neceſſity, they 
made uſe of the frazts, and to enjoy them the longer, obſtructed the 
Proviſion: So that at length the Pope by the Plienitude of his Power 
commended for the life of the Commendators, and gave himpower to 
make uſe of the fruits all the time. And thus this good invention, ac- 
cording to the cuſtom of Rome thus degenerated, was us'd for a Cloak: 
of Pluralities 3 infomuch that Clement the 7th, was not aſhamed to- 
commend to his Nephew Hypolito de Medici, all the Benefices of the 
world Secular and Regular, Dignities and Parſonages, Simple and 
with Cure, being vacant, for Six Months, to diſpole of all the Fruits 
and Revenues to his own uſe. Thus it appears that Pluralities had 
their original and growth from the Church of Rowe; nor is it any 0- 
ther than the ſame corruption ſtill, though us'd in a reformed Church; 

How far the Popiſh Prelates themſelves —— to the regula- 
tion of this abufe, we find in the ſame Hiſtory ; and that in order 
thereunto, feveral Articles were concluded upon: 1. That the Car- 
dinals flwuld*be bound to refide iu thriz Biſtwpricks for Nx months 
in the year at leaft. 2, That the Reſidency of Prelates ſhould be de- 
clared to be jure divino, 3+-That the Flurality of Cathedrals ſhould be 
declar'd to be a great abuſe. 4. That the plurality of leſſer Churches 
ſhould be taken away. 5. That every one who had a Benefice with 
Cure, which requir'd Refidency ſhould be depriy*d,if he did not re- 
ſide accordingly : But all this good Wheat was choked with the 
darnel'of Intereſt, and of worldly ambition. 

However, faid the honeſt Reſident, if Non- Reſidency were ſuch a 
crime among the Popiſh Prelates,how comes it to paſs, that theFleſh- 
pots of Egype are ſtill ſo pleaſing to the taſt of Reformation ? Or how 
comes it to paſs, that ſach a foul excrement of Popery is not yet re- 
urer and more refined Chriſtianity ? 
Oh! ſaid the Nor Reſident,thou art a Fool,Paſture over-rank does 
good); men feed Sheep in the Marſhes only 
t would have their Sheep thrive keep 'em 


always toſhort Graſs. 
The Reſident ſhook (his head, and ſaid, *twas 2 DoArine that he 
did not well underſtand. 

Well replied the Nor Reſident, if the weight of your one Church 
offend ye, Brother, fetit downzyou ſhould ſee how eafily I would put 
; It into my right Pocket, Steeple and all, had [ but another to ballance 
it on the left, belides what I carry already, 

While Reſident and Non-Reſident were thus arguing the caſe toge- 

ther,in comes Mr. Wolf in Sheeps cloathing, Miniſter of the next Mar- 
nt, who finding himſelf not alittle gra- 
| by the honeſt Reſident, moſt plauſibly and colloguingly, for tear 
; boneſt Reſident ſhould make a noiſe i'the Neighborhood, told him he 
was willing to refer the whole diſpute to theGentleman new come in. 
The honeſt Reſident, not able to cope with a man of Pluralitier,was 
forc'd to condeficend. Whereupon the whole diſpute was put to the 
Arbitration of Mr.Woolf in Sheeps cloathing ,who readily took theAr- 
ditration upon him z but what his award will be; though we may 
ſhrewdly conjefture, yet we are not able poſitively to aſſert, till hs 
has given it in, .there being no time limited for that purpoſe, 
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